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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
               Weekday Mass: Mon-Fri.:  7:15a.m.  

                         (Monday Mass during the School Year:  9:30)     
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:00, 10:00 and 11:45 a.m. 

Holy Days of Obligation: 6:30 a.m.,  9:30 a.m., 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturdays 4:00 - 4:30 p.m. and by appointment. 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 24, 2017 

The child to be born will be called holy,  
the Son of God. 
ðLuke 1:35 



 

St. Joseph Church  
410 S. Jefferson 

Lockport, Illinois 60441 
Phone:  815-838-0187 
Fax:  815-838-5379 

Email:  stjoelockport@comcast.net 
PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Gregory Rothfuchs  Pastor 
Deacon Dominic Cerrato 
Deacon Dennis Stolarz   
Mr. Garry Kearnes  Business Manager 
Mrs. Jean Genty   Church Secretary 
 

R.C.I.A. 
Mr. John Albrecht  Director  
johnalbrecht47@comcast.net 312-550-6772 
 

PASTORAL CARE 
Rev. Gregory Rothfuchs  Coordinator 
stjoelockport@comcast.net 815-818-0187 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Deacon Dennis Stolarz                    Director 
stjosephlockportDRE@gmail.com 
Mrs. Kathy Gibbons  Secretary 
St.josephre@aol.com  815-838-2112 
 

SCHOOL 
Miss Lynne Scheffler   Principal 
blueribbonprincipal@stjoeschool.com 
Mrs. Rita Baxter  School Secretary 
    815-838-8173 
ADVANCEMENT 
Mrs. Michelle Ray  Director  
advancement@stjoeschool.com 815-838-8173 
 

Bulletin Announcements Pulpit Announcements 
Deadline: Monday   Deadline:  Friday 

Rectory Office Hours:  M-THð8:15 am-3:45 pm 
      Fð8:15 am-1:45 pm 
 

www.stjosephlockport.org 
www.stjoeschool.com 

http://stjosephlockport.blogspot.com 
 

ñLikeò us at  www.facebook.com/St.JosephLockport 
ñFollowò us on Twitter@StJoeLockport 
Connect with us through 
 flocknote.com/stjosephlockport or 
 text ólockportô to 84576  with your mobile device 

Need a visit? Let us know 
 

 Please notify the rectory office if you or a 
loved one have been admitted to a hospital or a nurs-
ing home. We are not automatically notified.  Also, 
please notify us if someone is homebound and wishes 
Communion or a visit. 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

Parishioners who are homebound or in nursing 
homes and would like to receive Holy Commun-
ion, please call the rectory at 815-838-0187. 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We the members of St. Joseph Parish of Lockport, 
are called to be a community of diverse people, 

 gathered together in faith. 
As part of the Roman Catholic Church of Joliet, 

we strive to be the Body of Christ 
by living the Faith, 
preaching the Word, 
building community, 

serving others, especially the poor, 
and celebrating our unity through the sacraments. 

We are committed to bring about  
the Kingdom of God 

through the words and actions of our lives. 
 

Membership: 
An important part of living the Faith is having a  
committed relationship of support to a parish.  All are 
welcome to join St. Joseph; please call the parish office or 
stop by to register.  
 

Baptism: 
Baptisms are on the third Sunday of the month at 12:45 
p.m. Parents are required to attend a Baptism  
Preparation program, preferably before the baby is born.  
Before setting any dates for a baptism with family, please 
call the parish office a few months in advance to make 
arrangements.   
 

Marriage: 
Engaged parishioners must contact the parish office at 
least six months before their intended wedding date.  Do 
not set any dates before making firm arrangements with 
the parish.   
 

R. C. I. A.: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  
Adults and teens wishing to become Catholic and/or be 
confirmed, please call the parish office.   
 

Hospital/Homebound: If you are in a local hospital or 
are homebound, call the parish office if you would like 
Father to make a sacramental visit.   
 

Parish Pastoral Council Members:   
John Albrecht  Bill Molony 
Elizabeth Bilotta Joe Rende 
Nick Cifonie  Nichole Wasilewski 
Deacon Dennis  Father Greg 
Nick LaBanca 

 
Yes, I would like to get involved!   

 
Eucharist Minister      Reader 
Altar Server       Usher/Greeter 
Choir/Cantor/Musician      Parish Council 
Holy Name Society      Worship Commission 
 

Circle any ministry you would be interested in and re-
turn this form to the rectory, or place it in the collection 
basket.  We will contact you.   
 

NAME 
______________________________________________ 
PHONE or EMAIL 
_____________________________________________ 
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Mass Schedule & Intentions 
Week of December 25-December 31,  2017 

 

MONDAY 
   8:00    The Parish Family 
 10:00    The Parish Family 
 11:45    The Parish Family 
 

TUESDAY  
   7:15   +   Len Zupancic Anniv. Rem. by Wife Gen 
 +   Steve Pendziszewski Birth. Rem.  
  by Wife RoseMarie 

WEDNESDAY 
   7:15 +   Ray Aspel by the Kilian Family  
 

THURSDAY 
   7:15 +   John Rende Birth. Rem.  
  by the Kohlhagen Family 
  

FRIDAY 
   7:15   +  Angela Matesi by Ralph & Michele Murray 
 +  Deceased Members of the  Drolet, Hartford, 
  and Bruce Families by Lynn 

SATURDAY 
   5:00 Jim Viscocil Anniv. Rem. by Family 
 

SUNDAY 
   8:00    +   Frederick Fortunato Brazzale by Family 
 10:00  +  Helen Pucel by Mary Ann Tierney 
 11:45        For the Religious Education Families 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST JOSEPH 
December 24-December 31, 2017 

 

Sunday, December 24 
4th Sunday of Advent 
8:00, 10:00, 11:45 a.m.-Masses 
Christmas Eve 
 4:00 p.m.-Mass in Church 
10:00 p.m.-Caroling & Scriptures in Church 
10:30 p.m.-Mass in Church 
 
Monday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
  8:00 a.m.-Mass in Church 
10:00 a.m.-Mass in Church 
11:45 a.m.-Mass in Church 
 
Tuesday, December 26 
7:15 a.m..-Mass 
7:00 p.m.ðA.A. Meeting in Church basement  
 

Wednesday, December 27 
7:15 a.m.-Mass 
9:30 a.m. -A.A. Meeting in Church basement 
 

Thursday, December 28 
7:15 a.m. ïMass 
 

Friday, December 29 
7:15 a.m.- Mass 
8:00 p.m.-A.A. Meeting in Church basement 
 

Saturday, December 30 
4:00 p.m.-Confessions 
5:00 p.m. -Mass 
7:00 p.m. -A.A. Meeting in Church basement 
 

Sunday, December 31 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
8:00, 10:00, 11:45 a.m.-Masses 
 
 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Monday, January 1, 2018: The Solemnity of Mary 
9:00 a.m.-Mass 
 

Monday, January 8:  School Resumes 
 

Tuesday & Wednesday, January 9 & 10:  R.E. Classes 
Resume 
 

Friday, January 12:  Adult Night Out in School Hall at 
6:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday, January 14:  Holy Name Breakfast & Meeting 
in School Hall after the 8:00 a.m. Mass 
 

Wednesday, January 17:  Net Retreat for 7th & 8th 
grade students 
 

February 9:  Adult Night Out in School Hall at 6:30 p.m. 
 

February 10:  2nd Annual Chili Cook-Off  at 6:00 p.m. 
 

February 11:  Holy Name Breakfast & Meeting in 
School Hall after the 8 a.m. Mass 

 

 
 
 
 

Bill Doyle Jr., Jacki Horvath,  Erin Conners, Kathy Sal-
vatore, William & Margaret Detloff, Nancy Almer, Con-
nor & Matthais Erickson, Patrick Lamberty, Craig Cork-
ery, Phil Timm, Robert Weber, Nathaniel Thomas 
Johnson, Patricia Sirmetz, Alex Bratuljevich, Ezra Sin-
gletary, Mary Tadda, Shirley Polmann, Heather Kubin-
ski, Melanie Williams, Anna Allen, Jerry Young, Eleana 
Winters, Cora Zgrabik, Virginia Butler, Paul & Diane 
Millies, Caity McIntire, Daniel Preston, Fr. John Doyle,  
Baby Noah Ryan, Joanne Miracle, Esmerelda Bonk, 
Gregory Bonk, Mary Jane Rothlisberger, Frank Smunt, 
Marilyn Mackey, Tammy Smunt, Jonathan Cannon, 
Karl Blank, Neal Gutsch, ñBuzzò, Helen Krumlinde, Ju-
dy Grant, Patrick Bonk, Tom Wojciak,  Jennifer Baer, 
Marilyn Singletary, Gary and Mark Ellison,  Ruthann 
Neal, Eileen Madden Kenny, Dorothy Manning, De-
lores Kilian, Irene Nancisi, Beverly Miller, Mr. Katello, 
Sally Horschler Smith, Harvey Mazur, Cindi Carter 
Buck, Sutton Lowry, Meghan Higham,  Larry Watson, 
Jim Tierney, Geraldine Lake, Sharon Hagenow, Phil 
OôKeefe, Joe & Dolores McGrath, Jose and Josie En-
carnacion, Mary Johnson, Leroy Fleckenstein, Mark 
Kehlenbach, Roger Matice, Danny Tully, Mary Mal-
zone, Luke Bonk, and Joanne Ellison.  



5:00 P.M. 
Reader: C. Jarosik 
E.M.ôs: M. Nicholas 
 Deacon Dennis 
Servers: R. Jarosik 
 S. Jarosik 
 
________________________ 
8:00 A.M. 
 
Reader: M. Schultz 
E.M.ôs: J. Hartford 
 T. Hartford 
 Deacon Dennis 
Servers: M. Ardaugh 
 M. Ardaugh 
 E. Ardaugh 
________________________ 
10:00 A.M. 
Reader:D. Cifonie 
E.M.ôs: J. Delfinado 
 L. Szarzynski 
Servers: T. Durkin 
 M. Giacomo 
 M. Giacomo 
________________________ 
11:45 A.M. 
Reader: D. Fary 
E.Môs: V. Gontarz 
 D. Fleming  
Servers: M. Fleming 
 K. Fleming 
_____________________ 

 
Greeters:   R. Anderson 
      G. Nagel 
      J. Wisneski 
Music:       J. Garvey 
     J. Ray 
 
______________________ 
 
Greeters:  J. Rende 
     D. Dornan 
     M. Timm 
Music:       R. Nicholas 
     N. Gillogly 
 
 
 
________________________ 
 
Greeters:  J. Blake 
     A. Jomant 
     F. Kucer 
Music:      S. Lebensorger 
    Choir 
 
________________________ 
 
Greeters:  M. Adelmann 
Music:     R. Nicholas 
     B. Webster  
 
 
________________________ 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Monday: The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 
Tuesday: St. Stephen; Kwanzaa begins 
Wednesday: St. John 
Thursday: The Holy Innocents 
Friday: Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the 
Lord; St. Thomas Becket 
Saturday: Sixth Day within the Octave of the Nativity  
of the Lord 
 
GODôS PROMISE 
 The lengthy passage from Samuel is a wonderful 
exposition of Godôs promise to the house of David: that 
his throne would forever be gloriously occupied by his 
descendants. Hidden in the mystery of the prophecy is 
the promise of the Savior, the Messiah, Son of God and 
Son of David. The prophet Nathan, speaking in Godôs 
name, poetically turns around Davidôs plan to build a 
house for God, and announces Godôs plan to build a 
ñhouse,ò that is, a dynasty for David. From this house of 
David will come the Messiah, the Christ, not in kingly 
splendor as David ruled, but as a humble man, destined 
to rule forever and over all. When God gives a gift, itôs 
amazing what we are givenðso different from what we 
ever could have imagined. 
Copyright É J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 Children of the parish are somewhat focused on Santa 
Claus these days, who is keeping an eye on whoôs naugh-
ty and whoôs nice. Santa Claus, with his heavenly patron 
Saint Nicholas, has been more or less in charge of gift-
giving to American children for a hundred years or so. In 
other places, perhaps more attentive to our Christian tradi-
tion, there are different gift-bearers. In Greece, Saint Basil 
delivers the presents on his feast day, December 31, and 
makes sure everyone is sprinkled with holy water. The 
Baby Jesus is in charge elsewhere, called the Christkind in 
Austria and Belgium, El Ni¶o Jes¼s in Columbia, and Le 
Petit Jesus in France, where he shares his duties with 
P¯re No±l. In the Czech Republic almost everyone is athe-
ist, but Jeģ²ġek, the infant Jesus, brings gifts to one and all. 
In Poland the ñStar Manò is said to bring the gifts, although 
often he turns out to be the village priest in disguise. Saint 
Nicholas, not his Americanized cousin, is the giver in Hol-
land, where he wears a bishopôs miter, and in Russia, 
where he wears a bishopôs crown. Soviet Russia tried to 
dethrone Saint Nicholas and promote Grandfather Frost, 
but no one was much fooled by this attempt to squeeze 
religion out of Christôs birth. One country has a saintly 
woman in charge of the gifts, Saint Lucy, honored in Swe-
den on December 13, when children serve their parents 
breakfast in bed, and others awake to news that they have 
been nominated for a Nobel Prize. Some children have a 
second round of gifts on Epiphany, when the magi assume 
the gift-giving duties. In general, the gifts of Christmas are 
simple pleasures, not great heaps of treasures. Once upon 
a time, a new pair of socks or an orange was enough for 
us. No matter what gifts we receive, all of them are to point 
us to the true gift, and the true giver. 
ðRev. James Field, Copyright É J. S. Paluch Co. 
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LITURGICAL ROLES 
Saturday, December 30 & Sunday, December 31, 2017 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27-29;  
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]  
During the Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13;  
Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12;  
Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;  
Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14] 
 
Tuesday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59;  
 
Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab, 16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
 
Thursday: 1 Jn 1:5 -- 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7cd-8; Mt 2:13-18 
 
Friday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35 
 
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk 2:36-40 
 
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Ps 128: 
1-5 or Ps 105:1-6, 8-9; Col 3:12-21 [12-17] or  
Hb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Lk 2:22-40 [22, 39-40] 
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A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR 
 

Thank You! 
  
Our parish mission to begin Advent was such a wonderful 
success this year because of the efforts of many people who 
made it possible.  Not only did the event take much coordi-
nated planning, but each of the eveningôs receptions took a 
lot of preparation, setup, and cleanup.  The end result was a 
great time of spiritual growth and fellowship for our par-
ish.  I would like to thank a number of volunteers by name 
for making this wonderful spiritual event possible!  Particu-
lar thanks go to Babs Morris, Rae Marie Petersen, John Al-
brecht, John Manning, Tom Stark, Marty Timm, Tom Hart-
ford, Nick Mathys, Joyce OôNeil, Gerry Timm, Jen Dusak,  
Jennifer McBride, SJS Parents Club, Extended care kids, 
Jeanette Johnson, Elizabeth Bilotta, Kathy Gibbons, Don 
Bonc, and Joe Rende. 
 
 Fr. Gregory 
 
 

           

 

 
 Stewardship 

December 17, 2017 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION:*  6,814.00 
Weekly Average of All ACH 
And CC Transactions   3,904.46 
Total              $10,718.46 
($ loose cash: 557.00) 
 
All Saints:  $5.00 
Immaculate Conception:  $22.00 
Retired Religious:  $225.00 
Christmas:  $455.00 
     

For your convenience, St. Josephôs offers automatic 
donations through your credit card or checking ac-
counts.   
 

Please call Garry Kearnes at the rectory for further 
information, or stop by and pick up an authorization 
form.                  
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