
 

Welcome to 

St. Joseph Catholic Parish 
A Faith Community Since 1868 

September 10, 2023 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
Weekday Mass: Mon-Fri.: 7:30 a.m. 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:00, 10:00 and Noon 
Holy Days of Obligation:  

6:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 7:00 p.m. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturdays: 5:00 p.m. and by appointment. 

www.stjosephlockport.org   815-838-0187              www.sdjacademy.org 



 

St. Joseph Church  
410 S. Jefferson 

Lockport, Illinois 60441 
Phone:  815-838-0187 
Fax:  815-838-5379 

Email:  sjchurch@stjoeschool.com 
PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Gregory Rothfuchs  Pastor 
Deacon Dominic Cerrato 
Deacon Nick Cifonie  ideatrak@gmail.com 
Deacon Dennis Stolarz   
Mr. Garry Kearnes  Business Manager 
Mrs. Jean Genty   Church Secretary 
 

R.C.I.A. 
Mr. John Albrecht  Director  
johnalbrecht47@comcast.net 312-399-0161 
 

PASTORAL CARE 
Rev. Gregory Rothfuchs  Coordinator 
sjchurch@stjoeschool.com 815-838-0187 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Deacon Dennis Stolarz                    Director 
deacondennis@stjoeschool.com 
Mrs. Kathy Gibbons  Secretary 
St.josephre@aol.com  815-838-2112 
 

SCHOOL 
Mr. Kenneth Byrne  Principal 
kbyrne@sdjacademy.org  
Mrs. Rita Baxter  School Secretary 
rbaxter@stjoeschool.com 815-838-8173 
  

MARKETING/ENROLLMENT/ADVANCEMENT 
Mrs. Michelle Ray  Director  
Parish:  Marketing advancement@stjoeschool.com   
School: AdvancementMarketingEnrollment   
mray@sdjacademy.org   
 

Bulletin Announcements               Pulpit Announcements 
Deadline: Monday                Deadline:  Friday 
Rectory Office Hours:  M-F         8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
 

www.stjosephlockport.org 
www.sdjacademy.org 

https://www.facebook.com/St.JosephLockport 
 

ñLikeò us at  www.facebook.com/St.JosephLockport 
ñFollowò us on Twitter@StJoeLockport 
http://stjosephlockport.blogspot.com 
 Connect with us throughflocknote.com/
stjosephlockport or text ólockportô to 84576  with 
your mobile device 

 

Need a visit? Let us know 
 

 Please notify the rectory office if you or a 
loved one have been admitted to a hospital or a  
nursing home. We are not automatically notified.   

 

Our Homebound Ministers are available to bring  
Communion to shut-ins at their home or in  

nursing homes.   
 

Please call the parish office at 815-838-0187 if you 
would like to set up a home visit .   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We the members of St. Joseph Parish of Lockport, 
are called to be a community of diverse people, 

 gathered together in faith. 
As part of the Roman Catholic Church of Joliet, 

we strive to be the Body of Christ 
by living the Faith, 
preaching the Word, 
building community, 

serving others, especially the poor, 
and celebrating our unity through the sacraments. 

We are committed to bring about  
the Kingdom of God 

through the words and actions of our lives. 
 

Membership: 
An important part of living the Faith is having a  
committed relationship of support to a parish.  All are 
welcome to join St. Joseph; please call the parish office or 
stop by to register.  
 

Baptism: 
Baptisms are typically held on the third Sunday of the 
month at 1:00 p.m. First-time parents are required to 
attend a Baptism Preparation program before the baby is 
born.  Before setting any dates for a baptism with family, 
please call the parish office in advance to make arrange-
ments.  We ask that  the family is registered at the parish.  
 

Marriage: 
Engaged parishioners must contact the parish office at 
least six months before their intended wedding date.  Do 
not set any dates before making firm arrangements with 
the parish.   
 

R. C. I. A.: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  
Adults and teens wishing to become Catholic and/or be 
confirmed, please call the parish office.   
 

Hospital/Homebound: If you are in a local hospital or 
are homebound, call the parish office if you would like 
Father to make a sacramental visit.   
 

Parish Pastoral Council Members:   
John Albrecht  Donna Cifonie   
Bill Molony  Deacon Nick   
Deacon Dennis   John Walters 
Rev. Gregory Rothfuchs 
  

 
Yes, I would like to get involved!   

 
Eucharist Minister      Reader 
Altar Server       Usher/Greeter 
Choir/Cantor/Musician      Parish Council      
Worship Commission 
 

Circle any ministry you would be interested in and re-
turn this form to the rectory, or place it in the collection 
basket.  We will contact you.   
 

NAME 
______________________________________________ 
PHONE or EMAIL 
_____________________________________________ 
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Mass Schedule & Intentions 
Week of September 11-September 17, 

2023 
 

MONDAY 
   7:30 +   Lynn Drolet by Jan Mackay 
   
TUESDAY  
   7:30   +    Intention Available 
    8:30  +   Justin Vanderveen by Family 
  
WEDNESDAY 
   7:30  +   Filomena Natividad by the Milo Family 
 

THURSDAY 
  7:30    +   John Rothfuchs by wife Merry 
 

FRIDAY 
   7:30        Intention Available 
 

SATURDAY 
   4:00     Richard & Rosalie Ward  
  Wedd. Anniv. Congrats. of 63 Years 
      Mary Ann Drafke  
  Birth. Congrats. of 85 Years by Family 

 

SUNDAY 
   8:00    +   Deceased Members of the 
        Adelman Family by the Hartford Family 
 10:00       Bill Martin for Healing by Kandy OôConnell 
 Noon +    Ray Woock by sister Suzanne & Family 

 

 

 Bill Doyle Jr., Jacki Horvath, 
Connor & Matthais Erickson, 
Phil Timm, Ezra Singletary, 
Heather Kubinski, Esmerelda & 
Luke Bonk, Gregory Bonk, Pat-
rick Bonk, Jennifer Baer, Mari-
lyn Singletary, Gary and Mark 
Ellison, Dorothy Manning, Cora 

Zgrabik, Mark Kehlenbach, Madelyn Grillo, Naia 
PeŒa, Kenneth Wojewocki, Stelle Tremback, Gabby 
Matlak, Paulette Georgantas, David Skrzypczynski, 
Bob Malek, Carol Preston, David Carrigan, Anna 
Pustz, Stephanie Herbst, Brooke Zych, Marianne 
Kowalkowski, Shelly Decicco, Matt Carr, Brenda 
Teshka, Merle Carrigan, Frank Pagano, Dominick 
Scrom, Wyatt Blevins, Marzena Stasieluk, Fred 
Dicksen, Anonymous Prayer Request, Evan Kaspar, 
Gerry Timm, Joann Elison, Rosalie Devincenzo, 
Fred Dicksen, Brittney Bales, Alfred P®na, Vincent 
Gincauskas, Lyla Striet, Charlotte Mater, Richard 
Vodziak,  April Glays, Jerry Zanca, Jack & Shirley 
Foresman, Jose Perez,  Marie DôArpa, Deacon 
Dominic Cerrato, Karen Emmert, Bill Martin, Jean 
Hartford, Lillian Mikan, Tim Korbus, Tim Olson, Joe 
McGrath, Barbara Jadron, Julia Hudson, Kurt Ficek, 
Colin Perry, Bill Martin, and Aaron Emmert. 

THIS WEEK AT ST JOSEPH 
September 10ðSeptember 17, 2023 

  

Sunday, September 10 
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00, 10:00, Noon ïMasses  
Blood Drive in Mobile Coach 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
  

Monday, September 11 
7:30 a.m.-Mass 
  

Tuesday, September 12 
7:30 a.m..-Mass 
8:30 a.m.-School Mass 
  

Wednesday, September 13 
7:30 a.m.-Mass 
9:30 a.m.-A.A. Meeting in Church Basement 
4:45 p.m.-R.E. Classes in School 
  

Thursday, September 14 
7:30 a.m. ïMass 
10:00 a.m.-Bible Study in Church Basement 
Noonï Adult Luncheon at Coomôs Corner 
  

Friday, September 15 
7:30 a.m.- Mass 
8:00 p.m.-A.A. Meeting in Church basement 
  

Saturday, September 16 
4:00 p.m.-Mass 
5:00 p.m. ïConfessions 
  

Sunday, September 17 
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00, 10:00, Noon -Masses 
1:00 p.m.-Baptism in Church 
  

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Tuesday, September 19:  Presentation by 
Deacon Dominic at 7:00 p.m. in  
   Activity Center 
 
Wednesday, September 20:  R.E. Classes in 
School at 4:45 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, September 20:  NO MASS 
 
Thursday, September 21:  NO MASS 
 
Friday, September 22:  Wedding Rehearsal in 
Church at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Saturday, September 23:  Wedding 
of Sydney Bartecki and Luke 
Humphrey at 1:30 p.m. in Church  
 
Wednesday, September 27:  R.E. Classes at 
4:45 p.m. in School 
 
Sunday, October 1:  Hospitality after all Mas-
es in Church Basement 



 

September 10, 2023 
23
rd
 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

What are you supposed to do about the bad behavior of 
the people around you? You know who Iôm talking 
about. That family member, friend, coworker, or ac-
quaintance who is quite immoral. On this front there are 
two lively options in our culture: bash the person to oth-
ers (probably online) or pretend everythingôs fine. The 
former damages the person. The latter ignores reality. 
What to do? 
 

Jesusô strategy in the Gospel of Matthew is as wise as it 
is difficult: go directly to the person, and then gradually 
expand the circle of intervention. Simple, often effective, 
and hard. But what we often miss is the context of the 
Lordôs strategy, ñIf your brother sins against youéò No-
tice the italicized words. Is the person in a Christian fa-
milial bond with you? And was the action in question 
against you? If so, proceed with the plan. Fine. But how 
often we fret over the sins of those who either arenôt our 
spiritual siblings or have done nothing directly to us. 
This is not an invitation to ignore injustice in the world. 
Rather, we should build bonds of fraternal love, and 
carefully discern when and how othersô sins are indeed 
our concern. Sometimes they are. Other times ð fre-
quently, perhaps ð they simply are not.    
 

¶ Father John Muir 
 

Everyday Stewardship 
 

I have to smile when I read in St. Paul's Letter to the 
Romans, "Owe nothing to anyone, except to love one 
another." I smile because I know that in today's world 
few people owe nothing to anyone. We have credit card 
debt, mortgages, student loans, car loans, and new 
loans to consolidate old loans. It would seem that we 
actually owe everything to everyone.  
 

These debts are of this world. I am pretty sure no one 
residing in heaven is still making mortgage payments. 
We have created contracts in this world to make possi-
ble certain transactions of goods, services, and shelter. 
But there is one thing that we naturally owe one another 
and that lasts longer than our time on earth: love.  
 

You do not need to take out a loan to have more love to 
give. There also is no limit to the love you have been 
given to share. However, it is the one gift that we some-
times treat with the least respect. We hold back love 
due to sins of pride, prejudice, and apathy. We distort 
and manipulate love for our own gain and selfish de-
sires. We can find ourselves placing more importance 
on the things for which we have taken out loans than the 
love that is eternal. 
 

I am trying the best I can to get to a point where I no 
longer owe anything to banks and mortgage lenders. I 
don't want to leave this world owing anyone for the 
earthly things I had in this life. But even more important-
ly, I realize the shame it would be to leave people be-
hind that didn't get enough love from me. There is noth-
ing greater than love. 
 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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SATURDAY, September 16 @ 4:00 P.M. 
Presider: Fr. Larry 
Musicians: V. Moreno 
Reader:  R. Ward 
EM:  R. Ward 
Ushers:     A. Lostroscio 
     J. Wisneski 
     G. Nagel 
SUNDAY, September 17@ 8:00A.M. 
Presider: Fr. Greg 
Reader:  K. Timm 
EM:  NEEDED 
Musicians:   R. Nicholas  
Ushers:   R. Schenk 
  N. Wheeler 
  J. Rende 
  J. Drozdek 
SUNDAY, September 17 @ 10:00 A.M. 
Presider: Fr. Larry 
Musician:   Choir 
Reader:  T. Horkey 
EM:  P. Ciciora 
Ushers:  T. Stark 
  G. Little 
  J. Blake 
SUNDAY, September 17 @ NOON 
Presider: Fr. Greg 
Deacon:  Deacon Nick 
Musicians: M. Ray 
Reader:  A. Garvey 
EM:  J. Walters 
Ushers:   M. Adelman 
  S. Fitzmaurice 
  J. Garvey 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
September 16 & 17, 2023 

Readings for the week of September 10, 2023 
Sunday: Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 (8)/ 
  Rom 13:8-10/Mt 18:15-20    
Monday: Col 1:24ð2:3/Ps 62:6-7, 9/Lk 6:6-11 
Tuesday: Col 2:6-15/Ps 145:1b-2, 8-9, 10-11/ 
  Lk 6:12-19  
Wednesday: Col 3:1-11/Ps 145:2-3, 10-11, 12-13ab/
  Lk 6:20-26  
Thursday: Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 
  38/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17 
Friday:  1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14/Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 
  7-8, 11/Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 
Saturday: 1 Tm 1:15-17/Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5a and 
  6-7/Lk 6:43-49 
Observances for the week of September 10, 2023 
Sunday: 23

rd
 Sunday in Ordinary Time;  

  Grandparentsô Day 
Monday: Patriot Day 
Tuesday: The Most Holy Name of Mary  
Wednesday: St. John Chrysostom, Bishop and  
  Doctor of the Church  
Thursday: The Exaltation of the Holy Cross  
Friday:  Our Lady of Sorrows  
Saturday: Sts. Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, 
  Bishop, Martyrs  
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READERS AND EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
NEEDED 

 

Please consider becoming a Reader and/or Eucha-
ristic Minister.  We are in great need of ministers.  
Ministers are typically scheduled for service about 
once a month.    Eucharistic Ministers have to be 16 
years of age or older; readers can be of high school 
age and be able to pronounce words clearly and 
with volume.  Training will be held when there is a 
list of inquiries.  Call the office if you are interested.   

June 14, 2015 
 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION:*    
Weekly Average of All ACH 
And CC Transactions   3,568.00 
Total      
($ loose cash:    ) 
 
Unavailable due to early transmission.  Amounts will 
be published in the June 28 bulletin.      
               

June 14, 2015 
 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION:*    
Weekly Average of All ACH 
And CC Transactions   3,568.00 
Total      
($ loose cash:    ) 
 
Unavailable due to early transmission.  Amounts will 
be published in the June 28 bulletin.      
               

Stewardship 
September 3, 2023 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION:*    
Weekly Average of All ACH   
And CC Transactions   3857.00 
Total                
($ loose cash: 250.00)  
 
NOT AVAILABLE DUE TO EARLY BULLETIN 

TRANSMISSION 
 
BUDGETED WEEKLY AMOUNT NEEDED: 
  $11,150.00 
DEFICIT:            (  ) 
 
     

For your convenience, St. Josephôs offers automatic 
donations through your credit card or checking ac-
counts.   
 

Please call Garry Kearnes at the rectory for further 
information, or stop by and pick up an authorization 
form.    

ST. JOSEPH ADULT 
 LUNCHEON 

  

All adults of the 
 parish 

              ðand their friendsï  
  

are invited to a  
  

Fall Luncheon at  
Coomôs Corner on  

  

Thursday, September 14, 2023  
at Noon.   

  

Call the rectory if you plan on attending.   
Hope to see you there!   

  

Cost per adult:  $12.00 
(So sorry for the increase!) 

  

~~~~~~~ 
  

CATHOLIC CHARITIES  
UNDY SUNDAY 

  

Undy Sunday is our annual drive to collect new 
underwear, socks, t-shirts, and pajamas for those 
who are in need of these basic necessities.   
  

We will accept donations through October. 
  

You may leave your donation in the back of church 
or bring them to the rectory during business hours. 
  

As always, thank you for your kindness, generosi-
ty, and continued support of this mission for our 
parish.   

  
 

DEFEND US IN BATTLE 
A Presentation on Diabolical Activity 

and the Church 
  

Since the beginning of time, the powers of hell have 
been waging a spiritual war against humanity.   

This presentation steers away from the sensational 
to examine how the demonic world works on us  

every day.   
  

When:  Tuesday, September 19 
 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
  

Where:  St. Joseph Church Activity Center 
 500 S Jefferson 
 Lockport IL 60441 
Presenter:  Deacon Dominic Cerrato 
  

Please register at 
815-838-0187 

  

  

SILVER CROSS HOSPITAL IS SEEKING  
VOLUNTEERS 

 

Silver Cross Hospital is looking for Volunteer Eucha-
ristic Ministers to bring communion to our patients.  
We have openings any day of the week and it only 
takes a couple of hours in the morning. 
 

If you are a trained Eucharistic Minister or Home-
bound Minister and would like to bring Jesus to oth-
ers, please contact Chaplain Barb Manning at  
815-300-7602 (Monday-Friday from 8 am-4 pm) for 
more information.   
 

At this time, Silver Cross is requiring that you present 
proof of your initial Covid-19 vaccines in order to vol-
unteer with us.   

 

Matthew 25:39-40 
 

ñWhen did we see you sick or in prison and go to 
visit you?ô ñThe King will reply, óTruly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.ôò 
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25th Annual  

Oktoberfest Raffle 
  

Hosted by St. Joseph Parish  
and 

 Saints Dennis & Joseph Catholic Academy 
  

SUPER CASH RAFFLE 
DONATION $25 PER TICKET 

  

Grand prizeð$10,000 
2nd & 3rd Prizeð $2,500 
4th & 5th Prizeð$500 
6th & 7th Prizeð$250 
8th & 9th Prizeð$100 

  

Drawing held on October 8, 2023 
(if projected ticket sales are not met, one half of all monies collected 

will be awarded) 
  

(Printing compliments of the OôNeil Funeral Home, Lockport Il) 
Contributions are voluntary and not a requirement to win 

  

9 
This could be your year to win the raffle! 

All parishioners will receive 5 tickets in the US 
Mail. 

Be sure to return your completed tickets and 
payment in for a chance to win!  

Extra tickets will be available in the rectory and 
school office.   

  
  
  
  
  

OKTOBERFEST 
2023 

OCTOBER 6 
0CTOBER 7 
OCTOBER 8 

  
FOOD TRUCK COURT 

BAKE SALE 
CARNIVAL RIDES 
BEER GARDEN 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT  
CRAFT FAIR 

CHILDRENSô ACTIVITIES 
  

Volunteers are needed!   
  

Email 
sdjoktoberfest@outlook.com 

  

  
Guten Tag (Good Day)! 

  
Crafters, vendors, and businesses are cordially in-
vited to participate in the 25th Annual Oktoberfest 
Craft Show and Business Expo hosted by SDJ 
Academy 
  

Saturday, October 7, 2023 11:00am-6:00pm and  
Sunday, October 8, 2023 11:00am-5:00pm 
(Both days: $85 crafters/vendors; $125 businesses) 
  

There are a limited number of spaces available, and 
spaces and booth numbers are on a first come, first 
serve basis. 
  

We provide 10'x 6' spaces along with two chairs and 
one 6' table to accommodate your display needs. 
  

For more information and an  
application, please e-mail:  
sjscraftfair.lockport@gmail.com 
  

OKTOBERFEST SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 Willkomen!! Guten Tag!   
 

St. Joseph Parish and SDJ Academy are excited to 
announce our 25th Annual Oktoberfest.   

 

We are looking for help from the community to make 
this year the best year ever!  We have many sponsor-

ship opportunities available for families and  
businesses alike.   

 

Please consider sponsoring our FEST today!  We 
would be so grateful to your company, business, and 
family sponsoring our event!  We would love to share 

this opportunity with you! 
 

Please contact Alisa Cunningham via email at 
alisakosmo@yahoo.com  

or call 
708-415-2500  

with any questions.    
 

Flyers are located in back of church and  
at the rectory for your  
convenience.   

WHAT IS SAMUEL GROUP? 
 

Samuel Group invites young adults ages 20-35 
who are striving for holiness and seeking a 

deeper relationship with God to commit to a rig-
orous seven-month program of prayer, discern-

ment, and fellowship.   
When and Where 

St. Margaret Mary Catholic Church 
1450 Green Trails Dr. 
Naperville IL60540 

 

11 am-4 pm 
Sunday September 17, 2023 
For more information, email 
yamjoliet@gmail.com 
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IN THE AREA 
 

10 COMMANDMENTS HIKE 
Celebrating Interfaith Community 
September 30, 2023 
9 am-2 pm 
Rainbow Council, 921 S State Street 
for more information go to 
http://rainbowcouncil.org/calendar 
 
SWEET & SAVORY CRAWL 
September 17, 2023 
Take a culinary tour of Lockportôs eateries &  scaven-
ger hunt of Lockport landmarks!  
acann@lockport.org 
 
RETREAT FOR PARENTS/CAREGIVERS OF PER-
SONS WITH DISABILITIES 
Our Lady of Mt Carmel Parish 
8404 S Cass Av., Darien 
September 23, 2023 
rcichowicz@dioceseofjoliet.org 
 
CHALICE US 
presents Chris ñBay Song & Storiesò Tour 
Free Concert 
Wednesday, September 20 @ 7 pm 
St. Jude, New Lenox 
 
THE APOSTLE OF THE IMPOSSIBLE 
Tour of the Relics of St. Jude the Apostle 
Wednesday, September 13, 2023 
St Julie Billiart Catholic Church 
7399 W 159th St, Tinley Park 
Veneration at 1 pm 
Mass at 7:30 pm 
www.apostleoftheimpossible.com 
 

St. Joseph Parish New Parishioner/ 
Change of  Address 

 

So that we might better serve your needs, please fill out this 
form and drop it in the collection basket or mail it to the par-
ish office (410 S. Jefferson St., Lockport, IL 60441).  Thank 
you. 
 
*Name__________________________________________ 
 

*Address________________________________________ 
 

*City ____________________________Zip____________ 
 

*Phone_________________________________________ 
 
*Email_________________________________________ 
 
__________New Parishioner       
 
Change of Address_______________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
Change of Phone_________________________________ 
 
Change of Email_________________________________ 
 
_________Moving Out of Parish 
 
*MANDATORY FIELDS 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 

 

If you have had a change of mailing address, 
phone number, or email, please notify the rectory 
or drop this form into the collection basket.      
 
These updates are important in order to guarantee 
delivery of contribution envelopes, contact infor-
mation, and parish news and events.   


